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The creation of an alphabet meant an expedition of scientists to
study the language on the spot. Before it could begin its work, the
expedition had to establish friendly relations with the natives, whose
only experience of white men hitherto had been of traders who robbed
them of their furs, took their fishing rights from them, and brought
them vodka and its accompanying evils.
The institute is residential and had, when I visited it in 1934, 425
students of various ages, from 25 nationalities. Of the students, 26
per cent were women. They come from the smallest groups, often
from tribes. In the early days of its existence the institute accepted
illiterate students. Now completion of five years' school is required
before entrance—aii index of the educational achievement of these
people. The curricula and syllabuses for the primary and secondary
schools and technicums are prepared in the institute. Besides train-
ing students, it does its own publishing, holds seminars in the dis-
tricts to give higher education locally, and carries on scientific
research work. There are three departments: (1) The Department of
Economics, which trains students for co-operative trading. This
includes reindeer-breeding artels, hunting and fishing artels.  (2)
The Department of Administration, which trains workers for regional
and district administrative work, Soviets, committees, etc. (3) The
Department of Pedagogy, which trains native teachers of various
grades. There is a Scientific Research Section with four branches,
economic, historical., ethnographic, and pedagogic. An anthropolo-
gical laboratory is collecting some very interesting and valuable data
concerning these northern peoples. Lastly there is a section as inter-
esting as any—the Commission for the Study of Native Art* It has
been found that these northern peoples are extraordinarily gifted
artistically. Much of their work shows a freshness, a charm, a knack
of bringing out the essential, that is often absent from the work of
more sophisticated artists. They are particularly happy in sculpture,
for which they all show a special liking* The work that I saw exhibited
in the institute was produced without any tuition. It appears that all
that these natives need is the medium with which to work—colours,
clay, and paper. Without having seen these materials before, they
produce the most interesting results. The authorities show great
wisdom. They do not attempt to teach these people, realising the
harm that would result from imposing the outlook of the sophisticated
European on a primitive people.
The teacher's course lasts four years, and consists of the general
subjects plus one or two special ones, All the work in the institute
is carried on in Russian, except that twice in teu days the instruction

